
 

Economic Development Advisory Council 

Meeting Notes 

 
Date: Thursday, May 22 

nd , 2026 (SCC) 

Name Present Absent Name Present Absent 
Matthew Cassidy  X Michael Gorman X  

Eric Myers  X Jack Swain X  
Michelle Griscom  X April Venable  X 

Joseph Crevino  X Ken Robell X  
Lou Pasquale X  Jennifer Jones (Chair) X  
Julie Johnson  X Julie Acton (Vice-Chair) X  

Jim Pfieffer X  Rebecca Iacovone  X 
Mark Valente  X Carey Italiano  X 

Gunar Bergholz X  Sean Sepsey X  
Megan Flinn X  Jake Buganski  X 
Ed Ramsay X     
Paul Collier X     
Sean Brown X     

 
Meeting started at 4.31pm 

Presentation 
 
▪ Salem City Mayor Jody Veler gave a presentation and answered questions about the proposed 

agreement between Salem City and Perdomo Worldwide regarding the demolition of the glass 
factory. She mentioned that city his hoping to present this agreement before council on Monday 
(5/25) at their meeting for a vote. The agreement is for demolition and remediation of the property. 
Currently there isn’t any agreed upon development to be built on the site. The developer is looking 
to “build to suite” for companies looking to build there. The site is slated for industrial/ commercial 
use—no housing. 

▪ The mayor also discussed that the city is looking into grants for “play streets” where non-profits can 
block off streets during the summer for activities.  

▪ A company called CEP Solar won the bid to put solar on the landfill. The property will be sold to 
them for $1million. 

▪ Doctor Gorman mentioned that the city has seen its lowest crime rate in the last 10 years and asked 
the mayor how do we get the word out there that the city is on the right track. The mayor said that 
is something they are looking into now. 

 
COUNTY UPDATE  

• Sean announced the county is working on their 2027 Economic Development Guide. Our 
publishing company is currently contacting businesses to seek out advertisements. We are 
increasing the number of physical copies printed from 1,000 to 2,500. Copies are given out at 
two visitors centers and at various events throughout the year. 



Meeting adjourned at 5.54pm 

• The county is currently working on a resolution/ report requesting the governor to increase the 
number of Opportunity Zones in Salem County to include all of Salem City and parts of Penns 
Grove and Carneys Point. This is due to the Governors office by July 1 

st. 
• The county is looking into forming a Film Advisory Committee. We are having an informal 

meeting with different stakeholders in early June to gauge interest. 
• The NJEDA’s Small Business Improvement grant is no longer available. A variation of this grant 

may return at a later date, but it is unlikely according to representatives at NJEDA and state 
elected officials. 

• The County’s Tourism Department is working on a Sports Tourism Study. Stakeholders should be 
receiving a feedback survey in the coming weeks. 

• Commissioner Ramsay mentioned the budget is complete with 11 municipalities receiving a tax 
decrease and the remaining towns receiving an slight increase by less than a penny. 

• The Film festival was a success, and he and others were amazed at the amount of talent in our 
county. 

• Construction on the Salem Rail Yard is expected to start soon and construction of the Fenwick 
Rail Bridge is expected to start late next year. Paving work on Action Station Road is expected to 
start on June 1 

st . The County Roads Department has purchased new equipment, so they are able 
to do some road repairs in-house. 

• The Broadband project is still going on and Phase I of the bike path along the rail road tracks 
(north from Woodstown) is currently in design. 

 
MUNICPAL/ STAKEHOLDER UPDATE 

• Jennifer Jones mentioned that on June 9 

th  the Chamber is hosting a virtual “Grow Your Business” 
seminar from 8am to 9am. This is being presented by Candice Recite from SCC and is free to 
anyone looking for help to start/ grow their business. 

• Sean Brown mentioned that the city will be hosting a planning meeting for downtown 
Broadway. This meeting will take place at PSEG’s Green Energy Center on June 30 

th . This is a 
meeting open to the public. Sean also made a motion for the SCEDAC to request that the County 
Commissioners support Salem City’s request to the Governor to include all 3 of Salem City’s 
census tracts in an Opportunity Zone. The Motion passed unanimously with 3 abstentions (Ed 
Ramsay, Paul Collier, Sean Sepsey) 

• Jim Pieffer mentioned that SMS has completed construction of 20k warehouse for lumber 
storage which is currently being utilized. SMS is also onboarding a new lumber company that 
they will be working with—all at their site in Pilesgrove. 

• The Surface Transportation Board (STB) is currently working on a letter for preemption to 
support railroad activity. 

• SMS has a meeting with the American Society of Civil Engineers next week for SMS’s help with 
the groups Infrastructure Report Card. 

• There are things in the federal “Build America 250 Act” that would hurt short line rail. Sean S 
asked Jim if he could forward more information about what is in the bill for our group to look 
into. 

 
Carey Italiano submitted updates from SJEDD 
 
USEDA has taken a back to the basics approach on forthgoing projects which means Public Works 
projects including water, sewer, and roadways. This poses a problem since there’s 10m in grant money 
stuck in the queue waiting for determination for years. I met with Van Drew Office’s regarding some of 



Meeting adjourned at 5.54pm 

these projects in the que. Hopefully we have some congressional help since one of the projects is the 
nursing program expansion at SCC. A piece of equipment for the Vineland Produce Auction which a 
grant through USEDA was submitted was formally declined after positive comments, changes, and 
communication. Also touched base on this with Van Drews Office since Back to the Basics means 
supporting our Agricultural Industry, and there are over 100 members in the Vineland Produce Auction. 
This piece of equipment would have lengthened the shelf life of products thus giving the farmers a more 
competitive advantage in pricing rather than selling quickly due to the shelf life. It would have helped 
sales 15-20%. Did you know Cumberland County is top 15% of counties, nationwide, in farm commodity 
sales.  
 
USEDA also mentioned, tourism applications are no longer competitive. A creative application which is 
still competitive could be workforce development equipment, not operations. It’s been very busy within 
the district. We gave out our first SJEDD grant in years, in the amount of $25,000 to the Vineland 
Athletic Complex. Our next meeting is July 6th at 6:30pm at the CCIA. 
 
Julie Action submitted updates for Pennsville 
 
Winefest 2026 – May 16 

th  & 17 

th  at Riverview Beach Park 
NJ/ Salem County Arts Grant 
 Summer Concerts 6pm-8pm Wednesdays 

• 5/27 – The Collin Bunch Band 

• 6/3 – Bumpuses 

• 7/1 – Helixx Band 

• 8/5 – Jimmy Dunn 

• 9/2 – Whiskey Sunset 

• 10/7 – TK and the Howlers 
2026 Movie Schedule & Showings 

• 5/15 – Top Gun 

• 9/18 – Rocky 

• 10/16 – Ghost Busters 
Fall Arts in the Park – 10/17 
250 

th   Celebration – Friday in July 
Future Projects/ FYI 

• Five Below – In Progress 

• Big Air – In Progress 

• Former Bayshore Car Dealership Property – Sold to new owner 
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