SALEM @ COUNTY

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Joint Economic Development Advisory Council & Tourism

Advisory Council

Meeting Notes

Date: Thursday, July 16", 2026 (Dog and Ram Distillery)

Name Present Absent Name Present | Absent
Matthew Cassidy X Michael Gorman X
Eric Myers X Jack Swain X
Michelle Griscom X AprilVenable X
Joseph Crevino X Ken Robell X
Lou Pasquale X Jennifer Jones (Chair) X
Julie Johnson X Julie Acton (Vice-Chair) X
Jim Pfieffer X Rebecca lacovone X
Mark Valente X Carey Italiano X
Gunar Bergholz X Sean Sepsey X
Megan Flinn X Jake Buganski X
Ed Ramsay X
Paul Collier X
Sean Brown X

Meeting started at 4.34pm

COUNTY UPDATE

Jake presented an idea brought up at a previous Tourism Advisory Council meeting for a
networking event for businesses who are in the tourism sector. Something the group has an
interest in perusing. Jake also mentioned that they are looking to get local artists involved in the
billboard campaign next year.

Sean provided an update on the “Made in America” bus tour and mentioned they are looking
into doing 1 or two more before the end of the year.

The county just submitted an Opportunity Zone designation request packet to the Governor’s
office. The Governor has 90-days send the designation approvals to US Treasury.

We are currently working on our 2027 Economic Development Guide

A film production from Texas will be in the county and throughout the region to film a movie.
They will start filming next month.

MUNICPAL/ STAKEHOLDER UPDATE

Dr Gorman and Ken mentioned that SCC’s enrollment numbers are great for the college overall
and the nursing program and glass school. The football program is also doing well. Dr Gorman
mentioned that he has an interview with the group the county has hired to conduct our sports
tourism survey.



Jim mentioned that SMS’s rail business is doing well, even considering some changes in the
market. Woodstown Central has seen an increase in ridership over their 2025 numbers. The 4t
of July train ride and fireworks express did very well.

Lou mentioned that a new cannabis facility opened in Penns Grove.

Megan mentioned that they have their grant program running for first time home buyers
through Franklin Bank and still celebrating their 165" anniversary.

Joe C mentioned that the solar project in Pilesgrove fell through because the amount ACE
wanted the company to put up for a substation was too much to justify the project. Work is still
being done on the two warehouses over by rt49. Neither of those warehouses received PILOTs.
Heather mentioned that Apple farm is currently running their Overnight Arts Camp.

Meeting adjourned at 5.31pm



